
Recibido 07/02/2023 * AceptAdo 15/05/2023

Bilingual education from childhood for 
the development of language skills
Educación bilingüe desde la infancia para el desarrollo de las 
competencias lingüísticas

Educação bilíngue desde a infância para o desenvolvimento 
de habilidades linguísticas

Johanna Gissell Reyes Vinces

Universidad Laica eLoy aLfaro de Manabí

gisseLL.290317@gMaiL.coM

  https://orcid.org/0009-0005-7528-7944

Jemima Denisse aRay aRauz

Universidad Laica eLoy aLfaro de Manabí

arayjeMiMa@gMaiL.coM

   https://orcid.org/0009-0006-2243-5859 

ulbio Gonzalo FaRFán coRRales

Universidad Laica eLoy aLfaro de Manabí

ULbio.farfan@ULeaM.edU.ec

   https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5703-5170 

GabRiel José bazuRto alcíVaR

Universidad Laica eLoy aLfaro de Manabí

gabrieL.bazUrto@ULeaM.edU.ec

   https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1927-486X 

mailto:gissell.290317@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0005-7528-7944
mailto:arayjemima@gmail.com
https://orcid.org/0009-0006-2243-5859
mailto:Ulbio.farfan@uleam.edu.ec
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5703-5170
mailto:gabriel.bazurto@uleam.edu.ec
https://orcid.org/0009-0000-1927-486X


Abstract

The objective of this research work is to present the relevance and bene-
fits of bilingual education in childhood for the optimal development of 
communication skills, having as a problem the lack of motivation in stu-
dents for learning the English language, causing their learning process to 
be unsatisfactory. Therefore, it is searched for motivational educational 
strategies to get the attention and maintain the interest of the students. 
This research was carried out through the literature review and the usage 
of hermeneutics of interpreting quotations with the tools from documen-
tary sources, these being only bibliographic compilations such as theo-
ries of different authors of articles, books and websites. The results of 
this research showed that bilingual education from childhood allows the 
student to be able to communicate with other people around the world 
and that both the development of linguistic skills and the improvement 
of thinking skills are possible, as well as problem solving, improvement 
of concentration and attention, among others. Bilingual education from 
childhood plays a fundamental role in the formation of the school and 
personal life of the human being because in addition to learning a second 
language, acquiring vocabulary and language skills, these in question re-
present better future opportunities either in the workplace or its staff, 
thus generating highly communicative people. 

Keywords: Education, Bilingualism, Bilingual education, Childhood, 
Bilingual Education from childhood.

Resumen

El presente trabajo de investigación tiene como objetivo presentar la 
pertinencia y beneficios de la educación bilingüe en la infancia para 
el desarrollo óptimo de las habilidades comunicativas, teniendo como 
problema la falta de motivación en los estudiantes por el aprendizaje 
del idioma inglés, ocasionando que su proceso de aprendizaje sea insa-
tisfactorio, Por lo tanto, se buscan estrategias educativas motivaciona-
les para captar la atención y mantener el interés de los estudiantes. Esta 
investigación se llevó a cabo a través de la revisión bibliográfica y el uso 
de la hermenéutica de interpretación de citas con las herramientas de 
fuentes documentales, siendo estas únicamente recopilaciones biblio-
gráficas como teorías de diferentes autores de artículos, libros y sitios 
web.  Los resultados de esta investigación demostraron que la educa-
ción bilingüe desde la infancia permite que el alumno sea capaz de co-



municarse con otras personas alrededor del mundo y que es posible 
tanto el desarrollo de habilidades lingüísticas como la mejora de las ha-
bilidades de pensamiento, así como la resolución de problemas, mejora 
de la concentración y atención, entre otros. La educación bilingüe desde 
la niñez juega un papel fundamental en la formación de la vida escolar y 
personal del ser humano pues además de aprender una segunda lengua, 
adquirir vocabulario y destrezas lingüísticas, estas en cuestión repre-
sentan mejores oportunidades de futuro ya sea en el ámbito laboral o de 
su personal, generando así personas altamente comunicativas.

Palabras clave: Educación, Bilingüismo, Educación Bilingüe, Infan-
cia, Educación Bilingüe desde la Infancia.

Resumo

O objetivo deste trabalho de pesquisa é apresentar a relevância e os 
benefícios da educação bilíngue na infância para o desenvolvimento 
ideal das habilidades de comunicação, tendo como problema a falta de 
motivação dos alunos para o aprendizado da língua inglesa, fazendo 
com que seu processo de aprendizagem seja insatisfatório. Portanto, 
busca-se estratégias educacionais motivacionais para chamar a atenção 
e manter o interesse dos alunos. Esta pesquisa foi realizada por meio 
da revisão da literatura e do uso da hermenêutica de interpretação de 
citações com as ferramentas de fontes documentais, sendo estas ape-
nas compilações bibliográficas como teorias de diferentes autores de 
artigos, livros e sites. Os resultados desta pesquisa mostraram que a 
educação bilíngue desde a infância permite que o aluno seja capaz de 
se comunicar com outras pessoas ao redor do mundo e que tanto o 
desenvolvimento de habilidades linguísticas quanto o aprimoramento 
de habilidades de pensamento são possíveis, bem como a resolução de 
problemas, aprimoramento de concentração e atenção, entre outros. A 
educação bilíngue desde a infância tem papel fundamental na formação 
da vida escolar e pessoal do ser humano, pois além de aprender um se-
gundo idioma, adquirir vocabulário e habilidades linguísticas, estes em 
questão representam melhores oportunidades futuras seja no ambiente 
de trabalho ou em seus quadros , gerando assim pessoas altamente co-
municativas.

Palavras chave: Educação, Bilinguismo, Educação bilíngue, Infân-
cia, Educação bilíngue desde a infância.



Introduction

People have misunderstood the concept of education having in mind that 
it is a process that only occurs in a classroom; but, do they actually know 
what is it about? 

Education is the deliberate, systematic, and sustained effort to trans-
mit, provoke or acquire knowledge, values, attitudes, skills or sen-
sibilities as well as any learning that results from the effort” as said 
Cremin in the book “Principles and Pedagogies in Jewish Education 
(Chazán, 2022, 13-21). 

Indeed, education is more than just a simple process that happens in a 
classroom,

it can take place outside educational institutions and be part of everyday 
life. As mentioned, Liddicoat et al. (1991) bilingualism may be defined as 
having some ability to use two (or even more) languages. That shows bi-
lingualism can make possible the communication using two languages in 
different situations in real life scenarios. 

Another keyword important to understand, as argued Anil (2022) child-
hood is the stage of children, in which the memory consciousness of their 
is developed. The average age range of childhood is considered to be 6 to 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-83925-3
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12 years, at this point kids have a lot of types of behaviors such as they are 
curious to know about new things; furthermore, in this phase of growth in 
which the development of the personality and character of the child takes 
place at a rapid pace. It is necessary to mention that at this period the child 
needs a great and proper guide and responsibility from their parents and 
teachers. 

Recently Bilingual Education has spread all over the world, increasing 
people and schools’ interest in the acquisition of a second language, this 
type of schooling is absolutely significant in everybody’s life, “it is the pro-
cess of teaching students using two languages” (Education Corner, s.f.) 
since learning a second language gives people plenty of good opportunities 
in different fields. Hence, acquiring a L2 from childhood makes a person 
able to develop various skills including language skills which has greater 
emphasis in this project. 

“Quality bilingual education provides students with knowledge and litera-
cy in their first language, which indirectly but powerfully aids them as they 
strive for English proficiency.” (ERIC, 1997, page. 13) It is pivotal that stu-
dents around the world enjoy learning another language, thus, in that way, 
they are developing language skills, being bilingual is one of the main aims 
for students to reach since having the dominion of two languages can not 
only improve their educational performance but their working opportuni-
ties in the future, additionally, plenty of benefits can come out from that, 
moreover, mastering a second language in an early stage in life is consi-
der easier, for that reason through this article it is shown what different 
authors have said about it, and sustain the reason why learning a second 
language from childhood is so significant, as well, to mention about what 
are some of its benefits.

At the moment to teach a second language, the most important thing in 
teacher’s mind is that every student is willing to learn, unfortunately there 
are several students that may not be interested enough, for that reason is 
essential the creation of strategies that enable students keep engage du-
ring the process; that is why, this research paper aims to find out if bi-
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lingual education from childhood can make possible the development of 
language skills, furthermore, what are its benefits, and at last, how can a 
student’s behavior who is uninterested be part of the learning of an L2,  the 
authors of this inquiry undoubtedly wanted to provide reliable and con-
vincing sources, which is paramount to verify the initial thoughts based on 
the following questions:

Q1: Can bilingual education from childhood develop language skills?

Q2: What are the benefits that can come out from being bilingual educa-
ted from childhood?

The aims of this research work are to present the relevance and the be-
nefits of bilingual education in childhood for the optimal development of 
communication skills, having as a problem the lack of motivation in stu-
dents for learning the English language.

Methodology/Materials

This work used the hermeneutic methodology to interpret the information 
obtained in scientific articles of the specialized literature in the field of 
linguistics and education. It reviewed 60 scientific publications obtained 
in indexed data base Latindex, Scopus, Miar, Online Website of Taylor 
and Francis Group, Cresthill Academy, TESSA International School, and 
ScienceDirect. The chosen articles were checked carefully keeping in con-
sideration contribution criteria as publication date, content, authors, tru-
thfulness, confidentiality and the contribution that they will give to the 
researching of the topic. Research team organized the information based 
on the key-words education, bilingualism, Bilingual education, Childhood, 
Bilingual education from childhood, Motivation strategies for teaching s 
second language, Student’s attitudes toward learning process, and Lan-
guage skills. In addition, the research team analyzed multiple concepts 
and theories concerning to the language acquisition following the research 
question presented in the introduction sections.
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Literature Review

Education

Education is a human right, necessary in all aspects of life to the acqui-
sition of knowledge, it is the foundation of every profession, occupation, 
and even everyday activities, additionally, it has transcended generations 
making cultures and histories alive through education. As Talivaldis Jhon 
considers in his book Education and the Pursuit of Wisdom (2019) lear-
ning to read, write, and to be numerate contributes to a person’s well-be-
ing, and so does an education that provides him or her with skills to earn 
a living. A basic education is necessary for human beings to be able to live 
in an increasingly complex world.

It is a powerful and truthful statement to say that education is with each 
one of us for a lifetime, it is paramount to say that “Education is a process 
that begins at birth and continues until the end of life. The early stage of 
life is very crucial since this period affects the following process” (Hasan, 
2018), with that being said, it is crystal clear that education accompanies 
us through every single stage of our existence, from the very beginning we 
are taught different matters to our better development as human beings, 
due to the fact that education not only happens in educational institutions, 
it could also happen every day.

As well, we might know about all the benefits about having an education, 
but we also need to have in mind that being educated from an early age in 
life is crucial and it is going to help us achieve multiple goals, additionally, 
“the primary objective of education is to help children develop intellectual 
skills and improve their physical capabilities” (Hasan, 2018), as the author 
describes, as human beings there is a need to increase skills, by doing so, 
people can have  better progress in all kinds of capabilities, unfortunately, 
not everybody is able to have access to it, not uniquely for a person and its 
development but for the good and successfulness of nations, for that rea-
son we can say that “education is the most important thing for any country 
to develop and prosper. Education molds the character and intelligence 
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of individuals. It also provides the talent and motivation to every person” 
(Aithal & Aithal, 2016), hence it is highly significant that education is in-
serted in all places around the globe, for everybody, with all of the abilities 
obtained from being educated it is going to profit not just the students but 
the people around them and even the world with the things they would be 
able to create, moreover, “education is widely accepted to be a fundamen-
tal resource, both for individuals and societies. Indeed, in most countries 
basic education is nowadays perceived not only as a right, but also as a 
duty” (Roser & Ortiz, 2016).

As Hasan states in his book: An Introduction to Education (2018) Educa-
tion can be divided into two categories: formal education and non-formal 
education. There is no certain line to distinguish one from the other be-
cause formal education to some extent consists of non-formal education. 
Children learn not only in the classroom but also from each other in the 
school environment.

Bilingualism

People must say, that when they hear the term bilingualism, the first thing 
that comes to their minds is someone who can speak two languages, whe-
ther it is English and Spanish, Russian and Portuguese and so on, but we 
hardly ever consider the fact that “bilingualism is a result of languages in 
contact-or more precisely, the result of people, cultures, and/or nations 
in contact.” (Shahrzad, 2019) thus, it could be not only the languages so-
meone speaks, but more precisely a result of the interactions a person had 
by being in certain culture, and the outcome of being with other people 
who spoke a foreign language, on the other hand, when we talk about bi-
lingualism, we wonder about how does it occur, and when do people is 
more likely to learn a second language, “bilingualism can develop during 
childhood, as a part of the cultural transmission of language between a 
family and/or a bilingual community” (Shahrzad, 2019), therefore, there 
are multiple cases where it happens as a result of being raised by parents 
that are both from different countries and speak two different languages 
to their child, making the learning of a foreign language way easier in an 
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early stage in life. In the same way, “bilingualism specifically refers to the 
ability to use two languages” (Shahrzad, 2019).

It has converted into a kind of a “pandemic” which has spread all around 
the globe, indeed, according to the statistics, “there are anywhere between 
6,000 and 7,000 languages spoken in the world today and only about 190 
countries in which to house them, which suggests how widespread bilin-
gualism must be” (Shin, 2017), that just means and confirms that it is ex-
panding rapidly across the world, gaining more popularity as the years go 
by, whether the learning happens in the household or in an educational 
institution.

As reported by Altarriba & Heredia (2018) more than 50 percent of the 
world’s population is bilingual and have fluency in their second language, 
and another large proportion of speakers know more than two languages 
and have mastered linguistic skills, they also mention in the second edi-
tion of their book “An Introduction to Bilingualism: Principles and Proces-
ses” that is proof that bilingual speakers show greater flexibility retrieving 
items, advantage in problem-solving or turn-taking activities, as well they 
show more benefits when it comes to being creative and divergent thin-
king, additionally, in reading, formation of new concepts, and some meta-
linguistic abilities, indeed, some metalinguistic capabilities can be impro-
ved through the management and knowledge of more than one symbol set 
for language.

Likewise, there are some studies on the impact of bilingualism on cog-
nitive development that emphasize the fact that bilingualism in children 
is associated with enhanced metacognitive skills and superior divergent 
thinking capability cited in Altarriba & Heredia (2018).

Bilingual education

Bilingual education is a generic term that includes a variety of educational 
programs designed for a greater number of children, as Bialystok (2017) 
describes that:
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Bilingual education refers to any school program in which more than 
one language is used in the curriculum to teach non-language acade-
mic subject matter or the language of schooling does not match the 
language of the home or community, but the reasons for incorpora-
ting the languages, the specific languages chosen, the structure of 
the program, and the relation between the school languages and the 
community vary widely and influence educational outcomes (p. 27).

One of the aims of early schooling is to set all of the basic skills that chil-
dren will use to build their educational future, this suggests that “the most 
important of these abilities are language and literacy competence. Not sur-
prisingly, therefore, the majority of research that has evaluated bilingual 
education programs has focused on children’s development of these cru-
cial linguistic abilities’’ (Bialystok, 2017), these linguistic aspects establish 
our theory that being educated bilingually from childhood has multiple 
benefits to improve and enrich multiple language skills.

One strategy that allows children to rapidly learn new words is to as-
sume that novel words signify unfamiliar objects, presenting a sim-
ple pairing of word and concept. This strategy of word–meaning as-
signment follows from what Markman and Wachtel (1988) posit as 
the mutual exclusivity constraint—the assumption that a thing can 
only have one name—although this assumption need not be innate-
ly determined. The evidence for mutual exclusivity is that children 
appear to create mappings between new words and new objects—for 
example, if a child hears the word “bik” while looking at a cup and an 
unknown object, the child will assume that the novel item is called a 
bik. (Bialystok et al., 2009, 89-129).

Bialystok (2018) also mentions in the book: “Bilingual education for young 
children: Review of the Effects and Consequences” that according to some 
research,  it was shown that even at early stages of bilingual education 
the cognitive advantages of bilingualism can be identified, and that be-
yond the possible cognitive benefits of bilingualism previously described 
are numerous intangible benefits such as the potential to connect to ex-

https://journals.sagepub.com/reader/content/16c1dff7c7e/10.1177/1529100610387084/format/epub/EPUB/xhtml/index.xhtml#bibr192-1529100610387084
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tended family, higher opportunities for employment, facilitation of travel 
and broadening of social spheres, and enrichment from widened horizons 
from language, arts, and culture.

Now that we know some definitions, it is key to know how it is taught, 
and in agreement with Shin (2017), the author illustrates that there are 
two strong forms of bilingual education, the first one is the so-called enri-
chment programs, where relatively privileged language-majority speakers 
that learn over the medium of another language; and the second way, the 
maintenance programs, which consists of helping minority speakers keep 
the use of their native languages while they are learning a second one.

In addition, another way of teaching bilingual education is called the “two-
way (dual) immersion, in which language-majority and language-minori-
ty children help each other in learning both languages in the same class-
room” (Shin, 2017)

As the authors Costa and Guasti described (2021) the main aim of bilingual 
education is to learn reading and acquire language skills in two languages 
with a high level of proficiency, besides, learning a second language must 
be useful and should have multiple advantages than just knowing one be-
cause of the globalization, communication and even economy, likewise, 
according to some studies: “it seems that the sooner the bilingual educa-
tion starts, the better it is for academic achievements”. (Costa & Guasti, 
2021, pag. 21)

Since it is a fact that being bilingual education is becoming more and more 
popular with the passing of the years, every time more Institutions become 
interested in adding a foreign language to their curriculum, consequently, 
what they try to do is “intending to promote a real bilingual competence 
and cultural enrichment over time. Rather than merely teaching English 
as a foreign language, bilingual academic curricula use English as a me-
dium of instruction for school subjects’’. (Costa & Guasti, 2021), another 
way a student could enter bilingual education is by being immersed in it, 
through different activities and duties, as Costa and Guasti said in their 
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book “Is Bilingual Education Sustainable?” they considered that a child 
could enter an immersion program at a very young age, from nursery or 
even kindergarten, they pointed out that children are successfully immer-
sed in two languages by the realization of daily activities, songs, routines, 
vocabulary, etc.

Linguistic competence

“Chomsky defined linguistic competence as an idealized understanding of 
the rules and construction of a given language.” (Bishop, 2022) Through 
this, it allows people to share and interpret a written or spoken message 
and be able to share and understand a message. 

Linguistic competencies are related to the use of language through 
the expression and interpretation of concepts, thoughts, feelings, 
facts, and opinions in order to perform oral and written discussions. 
Such interactions may take place in diverse social and cultural con-
texts, which will determine the characteristics of the language wri-
tten or spoken, such as the grammar, pragmatic, and sociolinguis-
tic characteristics. (Tarango & Machin-Mastromatteo, 2017). 

Linguistic competence can be defined as the knowledge of the language 
with a child or speaker born and is internalized which then to be learned 
and acquired unconsciously allowing better communication that will be 
understood by all speakers of the same language, where the speaker uses 
the distinct combination of sounds, rules, syntax, and semantics used in 
the language to create new phrases and sentences. 

Childhood

It is a stage that a child reaches after completing the process of infancy. 
Childhood (being a child) is a broad term usually applied to the phase 
of Human development between infancy and adulthood. Childhood is 
the time during which human beings develop their physical bodies and 
their mental abilities. It is a crucial time, for if development goes wrong 
or growth does not occur within a critical time period the damage is often 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/sociolinguistics
https://www.sciencedirect.com/topics/social-sciences/sociolinguistics
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difficult to repair if not irreversible. Yet it is also a time of freedom from 
the responsibilities of adult life, a time in which parents, or other respon-
sible adults, take care of the child, fulfilling his or her needs and keeping 
them safe. 

To Tanabe (2021) Keeping into consideration in this stage children ac-
quire what they see and listen, in that way, it is important that parents or 
someone taking care of them prioritize what they learn. 

Bilingual education from childhood

Early childhood education is an essential aspect in children’s lives becau-
se, apart from going to school to receive lectures or teaching on topics, 
vocabulary, etc. determined in a curriculum, it is also when they learn and 
develop social and emotional skills by being surrounded by a environment 
with children of his own age and that he has not previously met, which 
will allow him to interact with his classmates and teachers through which 
long-term interests are also developed.

Parents often seek advice from pediatricians and early education 
professionals on what their children should be learning. By now it 
is pretty much common knowledge that reading to young ones is a 
fundamental tool, as is having frequent conversations with them. 
These key components teach children the basics for language and 
communication foundations that will stay with them for the rest of 
their lives. […] If communication and language development is such 
a critical part of a learning foundation, then many have considered 
expanding that learning base by adding additional languages. Bilin-
gual education – the act of learning two or more languages simulta-
neously. (Kreps, 2019).

Some parents worry their children are too young to be introduced to a se-
cond language, especially if their mother tongue is not yet fully developed. 
However, over the years there’s been plenty of academic studies that show 
the exact opposite of this.  Young children are essentially learning machi-

https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Parent
https://www.expatica.com/living/family/passing-on-a-mother-tongue-108515/
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nes, and their brains are uniquely able to soak up as much information as 
possible, regardless of the language. In fact, studies show children’s brains 
will never be more able to learn a second language than they are between 
zero and three years.

And while learning languages might seem like a chore for teenagers and 
adults, for a young child much of their language learning will come orga-
nically, through play and social interaction with their peers. It won’t seem 
like learning, so they’ll pick up the language before they even realize. Laper 
(2022) all children have the capacity to learn any language and reproduce 
the sounds necessary to execute them at a near-native level. The younger 
the child, the easier it is for a child to learn the phonetic sounds of multiple 
languages before their brain becomes too accustomed to the sounds of just 
one. Like learning their first language, children experiment with sounds 
and pay attention to the way adults around them speak and react to the 
eventual words and sentences they start to form. Cresthill (2021) It is clear 
that children learn faster than adults what they experimented through ac-
tivities or simple situations as talking with some partners or hearing what 
other people are saying. 

Something important in addition to learning and acquiring a second lan-
guage are some of the benefits that can be developed such as: problem-sol-
ving skills, use of grammar, focused attention, expanded vocabulary and 
some others that improve the child’s learning in many areas.

Motivation strategies for teaching s second language 

Teaching a second language can turn into a complex and overwhelming 
process when the students are not interested at all in learning, despite all 
the benefits mentioned earlier, if education in a foreign language is being 
taught at a young age, the children might not be able to tell the wide range 
of profits this type of education might bring for them, hence, they might be 
discouraged or uninterested in learning something they don’t know about, 
because of this, teachers should be prepared with different strategies in 
order for the students to be motivated to learn, and so that the learning of 

https://www.expatica.com/education/children-education/expat-children-and-language-learning-104985/
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the target language is effective, practical and fun, therefore, being taught 
another language is more straightforward when apprentices are motivated 
and engaged with the activities in the classroom. As a result of that, they 
can be able to communicate and increase their language skills.   

When teaching, students are going to be more enhanced with the activities 
if it is something, they are interested in. 

To Pinter (2017) competitive learning motivates children to do their 
best, and that there are competitive games who help them to do that, 
for example, “who can finish the puzzle first” or “Who can collect 
the most words within three minutes”, these activities are going to 
make students get excited and have a fascinating time while they are 
leaning, “some competition is necessary for children’s balanced lear-
ning and development”.

Therefore, this is going to motivate students who are highly competitive, 
there is a wide range of all kind of strategies that can be used in the class-
room to have an efficient English training, alternatively, there can be used 
collaborative tasks, group work is essential in learning since students can 
team up and use critical thinking, solve problems, help one another, bond 
their friendships, they are going to be in different roles and the educators 
can put challenges and rewards for each team, similarly, as Pinter (2017) 
describes, collaborative tasks foster interdependence, for instance, stu-
dent’s stress levels reduce, for example, if they have to do a presentation, 
they are going to be more comfortable if they do it with classmates rather 
than if they do it by themselves, hence, more English practice takes room 
in the class because the students are more relaxed, another great activity 
in groups is the jigsaw reading, for each group a text is cut into different 
pieces, (the number depends on the numbers on members) each student is 
going to be given one part of the text, then, one by one read the given part 
and try to put them in the correct order, once they are done they can be 
able to answer questions about it, and find out which group wins.
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Student’s attitudes toward learning process

Not only the teacher’s motivational strategies are a major factor in the 
learning of a second language, but the student’s engagement with the 
English language, ̈ it becomes a harsh process when someone is not drawn 
to a subject to learn, as a matter of fact,” the attitudes and behavior can 
influence the learning of an L2 as well; the student’s motivation is going to 
depend on their needs, interests, goals, and values” (Reeve et al., 2022,), 
with that being said, students need to have motivation in order to learn a 
subject, otherwise they are not going to master the language as expected.

Language skills

Language skills are the abilities that enable you to express your thou-
ghts coherently and communicate with others. These skills provide 
structure and relevance to the information you wish to convey to the 
recipient. Reading, writing, listening and speaking are four essential 
skills that comprise basic language competency. While communica-
ting, people usually use a combination of these skills simultaneous-
ly. Choosing the right skills usually depends on various factors: the 
urgency of the message, the number of people targeted and whether 
it is a formal or informal communication. (Indeed Editorial Team, 
2022)

Language skills are used to communicate their thoughts with other people. 
For this, it depends on the learning; to be able to communicate something 
it is necessary that you can understand what is sharing to you and develop 
the most effective answer according to what you know as the vocabulary 
and your capabilities that allow an individual to interpret and produce lan-
guage for proper interpersonal communication.

It is common to combine two or more language abilities while inte-
racting. These skills, when used together, are codependent on each 
other. For example, if listening is an input of information, speaking 
is a form of output where the audience can interject, ask questions or 
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provide inputs after listening to the message. Similarly, writing is the 
summary output of what is read, understood and interpreted, which 
requires reading skills. (Indeed Editorial Team, 2022,)

As was mentioned, there are 4 language skills: 

1. Listening: refers to understanding, interpreting and analyzing 
what is said by the speaker. 

2. Speaking: Is the verbal expression of the thoughts and ideas 
which includes accuracy and fluency according to the knowledge 
and vocabulary.

3. Writing: It is the way through you can present your thoughts in 
the form of text using the right structure and flow of information.

4. Reading:  It helps to understand different texts, their context 
and inference, through these someone can improve the vocabu-
lary, expression, analysis and communication.

The results obtained from the literature review showed that education is 
a worldwide human right and considered as a duty too. In fact, in many 
countries the educational process begins from childhood and not the 
adults. Even though the human being learns from the time they are born 
and each time of the rest of their life is in childhood the appropriate stage 
to acquire the most possible knowledge and especially a second language 
for some reasons that authors expressed. 

Bilingual education from childhood allows a student to be capable of com-
municating with other people around the world, besides, they develop 
abilities of thinking, problem-solving, improve their focus and attention, 
obtain vocabulary and many opportunities as professionals and in their 
personal life in the future. This type of education can develop language 
skills in the child as Indeed Editorial Team (2022) said; that is why, during 
the process they are learning a new language they are generating an input 
and output at the moment they are communicating using the receptive 
and productive skills. 
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However, the benefits bilingual education offers there is something impor-
tant to mention and is the student motivation or attitude from the bilin-
gualism, therefore, it is essential that a professor create stimulating lear-
ning activities that generate interest to the child based on their needs and 
preferences as Pinter (2017) manifested. 

The meaning of the results have a high relevance in the educational field 
as a reason that demonstrates bilingual education not only is the learning 
of a second language, this involves more important aspect that have sense 
in the growth and development of the human being itself, which is why the 
main stage of learning and acquisition is in childhood. 

Discussion

In first place, the result of this research allows to agree with Reeve et al. 
(2022) stated, having the dominion of two languages can improve educa-
tional performance, it gives better working opportunities for students in 
the future, additionally, bilingual education from childhood can enhance 
meta cognitive skills, superior divergent thinking capability, bilingualism 
itself can improve people’s problem-solving skills, metalinguistic abilities, 
bilingual education enables language and literacy competence, linguistic 
abilities such as understand the language, read it and write it, moreover, 
it can enrich multiple language skills, on the other hand, students who are 
not invested or interested in learning an L2 can be motivated to do so by 
the use of motivation strategies used from the teacher, those are some of 
the reasons why language skills indeed can be developed from receiving 
bilingual education from childhood, statement that we took into conside-
ration for making this investigation.

According to the information presented through some authors as Pinter 
(2017) describes, collaborative tasks foster interdependence matched the 
fact is that childhood is the best stage for learning a second language and 
the acquisition of linguistics competences and all the objectives and pro-
blematic questions were fulfilled, indeed, it is possible to develop language 
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skills allowing  an individual to interpret and produce language for proper  
interpersonal communication such as: master a second language through 
communication with people around the world, besides enables the forma-
tion of new concepts and some metalinguistics abilities. In fact, the multi-
ple benefits come from it like hire opportunities for employment and some 
others in their future. 

The meaning of the results has a high relevance in the educational field as 
Cresthill (2021), argued that this is a reason that demonstrates bilingual 
education not only is the learning of a second language, this involves more 
important aspect that have sense in the growth and development of the 
human being itself, which is why the main stage of learning and acquisi-
tion is in childhood.

It was unexpected to find out that bilingual education from childhood can 
enhance superior divergent thinking capability, bilingualism itself can im-
prove people’s problem-solving skills and it is interesting to know how 
learning a second language can improve psychological aspects. 

 The most significant findings were that student’s behavior or attitudes 
can influence the acquisition of L2 if they lack motivation the learning is 
not going to be successful, hence, motivation strategies are major in this 
process, activities like working in groups can facilitate engaging students, 
by making them feel comfortable in the classroom so they can interact and 
participate more, moreover, if there are things they feel attracted to and 
they are moving around. As a matter of fact, it is recommended to make 
educators more aware of the way they are teaching and train them with 
innovative strategies and methodologies.

In addition, it is suggested that teachers can be able to use technology in 
the classroom while teaching a second language. It is a fact that the cu-
rrent generations are used to work with the ICTs (Information and Com-
munications Technology) in the learning process.
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Conclusion

Indeed, the authors concluded that bilingual education contributes posi-
tively to children development of language skills, and teachers need to be 
more prepared with other kinds of methodologies, resources, and acade-
mic training to offer to students educational services of quality. This paper 
started wondering about the aspects should be taken into consideration in 
the bilingual education and the benefits at all.

In consequence, education is relevant all around the world due to the be-
nefits we can acquire from it, even more if we are taught a second language 
from childhood, the more we dug into this inquiry the more we found all 
the factors that can make it possible.

With the completion of this research, the authors were able to observe the 
meaning that technology has in education and the significant influence of 
the practice of creative writing accompanied with logbook. Because it is 
known that technology is something that is constantly changing, teachers 
and future teachers must prepare and become familiar with them in order 
to make use of them for the learning of our students. In addition, academic 
reinforcements are extremely important if it is about remembering a topic, 
they help us to improve certain shortcomings that we had and, therefore 
have a better idea of   what we have learned.

Nonetheless, there was a limitation during the research that was the lack 
of available and reliable data as well as evidence to check up on what was 
previously mentioned and analyzed.

Thus, bilingual education is a support for the development of language 
skills in children in which it involves not only the quality of education for 
their future, but also the motivation of learning a second language. 

This investigation may promote the usage of bilingual education in chil-
dren to improve the educational system of public education in Ecuador. 
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